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A few decades ago, children in Hong Kong were fascinated by toys like 
popping cards or colorful wooden sticks. These, which once constituted a 
major proportion of children's favorite pastimes, formed precious pieces of 
childhood memories. With the increasing prices and varieties of toys, the 
market demand for those cheap and simple toys is diminishing rapidly. Toy- 
production technology is advancing at a lightening speed. From bunches of 
wooden sticks, to computer games nowadays, exactly how did people's 
choices of and preferences for toys change over time? And how did 
globalization affect the trading of toys worldwide, from manufacturing 
processes to the development of marketing strategies? 







In the past, as you may have heard from parents or 
grandparents, children invented easy ways to create 
happiness and laughter. A stack of cards or a shuttlecock 
may occupy the whole of their afternoons. However, the 
hottest toys in Hong Kong nowadays are not cards or 
fabric dolls anymore, but Xbox 360 and PlayStation 
Portable (PSP). The trend and selection of modern-day 
toys are dominated by multinational toy giants from 
North America and Japan, like Mattel, Hasbro and Sony. 
These large corporations have the resources and expertise 
to derive marketing strategies tailor-made for each 
product, targeting at specific age groups, for global 
distribution. For example, Barbie, the Mattel-produced 
doll was invented in the 1960s, but it still influences 
greatly on youth culture. Barbie dolls are no longer blond 
figures with blue eyes. To expand their international 
market, dolls with Eastern European and Asian features 
were made. As a result, Mattel was able to sell in 140 
countries by 1997. Every new design of Barbie generates 
about US$200million worth of business. 



On the other hand, globalization does not only encourage the 
diversification of toy designs, but also leads to worldwide cultural change. 
To continue the Barbie legend, in 2002, market testing led an official from 
Mattel to proclaim that "Blond Barbie sells just as well in Asia as in the 
U.S." It is clearly evident that the image of ideal female figures in young 
children's minds is not confined to their own cultures anymore. In India, 
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Girls with a relatively chubby bodyshape are considered 
beautiful because they are believed to bring good fortune 
to the family. Nowadays, girls are dying for slim figure 
with full breasts. Blonde is considered to be the most 
desired hair color as portrait in the best-selling Barbie 
doll. The culture of beauty is subtly conveyed in the 
images of Barbies, and the minds of children have for long 
been affected by toys from American or Japanese 
manufacturers. 





Besides, the development of the toy industry has 
changed immensely over the past few decades. Before 
the First World War, European toys were famous for 
their innovative designs and guaranteed qualities. 
After the Second World War, Japan and the United 
States became the major toy exporters alongside their 
industrial development. There were prestigious toy 
shows in Tokyo which attracted over 1,500,000,000 yen 
business in the 1960s, while in America, the wholesale 
value of toys rose from 86.7 million dollars in 1939 to 
608.2 million in 1953. As both countries were looking 
for quick money, they adopted "fast capitalism", i.e. 
toy production units are set up around the world, 

Especially at places with cheap land and labour. 

Meanwhile, experts in toy companies are 

increasingly more focused on the design of 

products. As a result, during the 1970s, the U.S. 

and (to a lesser degree) Japanese firms frequently 

outsourced the production of toys to factories in 

Hong Kong. Today, China is the largest toy 

exporter, with an estimated 70-80% of the world's 

production. However, behind the fast-growing 

economy and shiny factories in China, the 

globalization of toy trade has led to problems that 

money cannot easily solve, such as child labour 

and occupational death. People are paid a wage as 

low as 12 cents per hour. Ten and thousands of 

workers die from work-related accidents every 

year. 
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Another problem with toys today is that 
children of all ages are too indulged in computer 
and video games. Video game sales total to about $7 
billion each year in the United States, and over 
40% of U. S. television households had at least one 
video console unit in 1995. Concerns are raised 
about the violent and sexual contents depicted in 
those games, but research results are varied on the 
effects of violent games on children. Some argue 
that short-term aggression was indeed observed in 
children after playing violent games, while others 
said that a child's fantasy play and imagined 
actions reduce the child to engage in aggressive 
behavior. The correlation between delinquency 
and poor academic performance with video games 
is also disputed among scholars. 



All in all, the globalization of toys has a great 
impact on the world economy and culture. We 
should learn to discover what the reasons are 
behind the existence of a PlayStation in your home 
and how toys affect our life in every level. Also, if 
you are tired of computer games like Age of Empire 
or Winning Eleven, try the old-fashioned or rather 
traditional simple games like wooden sticks and 
marble chess, and hope that you can find the hidden 
treasure inside the simple yet pleasurable games. 

Sources: 

Cross, G., Smits, G. (2005). Japan, the U.S. and the globalization of child, 
consumer culture. Journal of Social History, Summer 2005. 

Ivory, J. (2001). Video Games and the Elusive Search for their Effeci 
Children: An Assessment of Twenty Years of Research. Retrieved from Feb 18 
2005, from University of Wyoming, Department of Communication and Mass 
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Special Column- —S&x> Toyb 

Sex^is something that we should not hesitate to understand, since it is incumbent 
upon the surviv at of mankind, as welt as aCC living beings. It is part of Nature. As 
creatures of intelligence, we are supposed to know how Sex^affects us physically 
and psychologically. Toys act as a means of having fun and deriving pleasure. 
Theoretically, they are not designated to specific age groups, gender or nationality . 
Will these be the same case for sex^toys? 

We are very pleased to be allowed the chance to Interview 

Ms, Brenda Scofield, who was once the proprietor of the 

Jj^ H fk city's leading sex shop, "Fetish Fashion". Ms. Scotf Ield also 

opened a small retail outlet with associated " play rooms", 

PM ^tf| which was later reputated as the paradise for free sexual 

expression, in Central in VWZ. It was truly an invaluable 
I fl opportunity to have her talk about the relationship between 

sex toys and the society. 

"Using sex toys are like children playing toys. It allows us to practise 
certain skills and learn more. The rationales behind are the same and the 
only difference is that the pleasures they are seeking for are on different 
aspects of life," said Ms. Scofield, "Sex toys give you a chance to enjoy 
your body more yourself or with your partner. Another function of it is to 
help you experience new feelings." 

People generally have the misconception that sex toys are filthy and 
shameful. Ms Scofield understands this and in response, said, "Therefore, 
the Fetish Fashion is beautifully arranged, clean and bright. The 
shopkeepers are friendly, sincere and helpful to make the customers feel 
comfortable." 

As is obvious, every detail of Ms. Scofield's shop aimed at creating a 
healthy image and welcoming atmosphere for customers to indulge in 
their desires at ease. 

"Fetish Fashion is not a dirty place. Instead, it is a place where people 
come with a fantastic feeling and discuss sex without embarrassment. It is 
a place for people to open-up their minds." 

When Brenda was asked if she had encountered any unpleasant 
experiences, she shook her head and said, "Most people are nice. They are 
ordinary people. Sometimes there are drunken people, but there are no 
crazy people for sure." 
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It is not surprising that people may hold back from visiting sex shops. 
Besides, it is also much of a challenge to promote the concept of Fetish 
Fashion through all kinds of mass media. One of the most, crucial points 
while doing is, is the creation of a decent first impression and a welcoming 
light-hearted approach to customers. 

"In addition to being friendly and helpful, understanding how to approach 
different customers individually is very important to retain them in the 
shop. People often feel uneasy but curious about the products in the shop. So 
our shopkeepers will take an active role to approach the customers and ask 
if they can help. On the other hand, we will respect the customers' choices." 

Many people are curious about sex toys. But what initiates one to actually 
buy a sex toy, while most others are still struggling to overcome their 
embarrassment? How did first-time buyers manage to muster up sufficient 
courage to purchase? 

Apart from facilitating a thrilling sexual experience and improving one's 
relationship with his/her partner(s), sex toys are often given off as "dirty 
jokes" or as a gift for teasing bride/groom-to-bes. "Usually when people 
first come in, they are getting used to the atmosphere. They walk around 
and if they find some interesting products, they will not stay there for too 
long but pass through it and look at other products, and then they will go 
back for that, study it for a while and leave. Next time they will come with a 
friend to raise his/her courage and buy the products," said Ms Scofield, 
"It's really interesting. In fact, customers in Fetish Fashion will not feel 
very embarrassed as long as they have already got used to the 
environment." 

As compared to the Westerners, Hong Kong people have always been more 
conservative and inhibited to talk about sex, but this situation seems to have 
improved recently. Youngsters are now more open about sex-related issues. 
When asked about the types of customers, Ms Scofield revealed that, "There 
is no special kind of people who would be fonder of sex toys. Of course, they 
have to be adults. Perhaps there are less female. But it's difficult to say 
because they often come in groups of two." To compare UK people and 
Hong Kong residents, "I guess if I walk out onto the streets and drag 
someone to do an interview about sex toys. Say, are you interested in sex toys? 
Do you ever want to try that? I guess most of the people will laugh because 
they feel embarrassed. However, everyone is curious about sex. It is natural. 
But they just choose to hide it and keep in under table in front of the 
public," Ms Scofield laughed. "In fact, at my place in England, the older 
generations are conservative, too, like my old mother. We seldom talk about 
sex issues when I was young. Sometimes, it is difficult to have the courage 
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to stand out for freedom to express. But it is important to teach the young minds in 
a right way. My mother never feels ashamed of what I am doing. And my children 
are proud to have me as their mother!" 

In fact, most people know very little about sex toys and may regard sex 
toys as a social crime and reinforce one's sexual desires. Ms. Scofield felt 
quite frustrated about this. 

"Sex toys actually bring about no harms. Crimes like rape have no direct 
linkage with sex toys. On the contrary, sexual offenders don't understand 
the correct concept about sex or have had bad experiences in their 
childhood. Offenders commit sex crimes because they are ill. Sex is healthy. 
It is just the case that the sex offenders fail to develop it healthily. 
Therefore, sex education is very important to help people understand 
about sex and accept themselves." 

Ms. Scofield felt that people easily have the misconception that sex toys 
are unhealthy, but instead they can play a role in sex education. 

"Fetish Fashion is not of a commercial purpose. Indeed, it aims at 
providing a place for people to talk freely about sex and promote sex 
education. Sex toys can help with this, too. It can help people learn the 
needs of human and how their bodies react to sex. Sex is just one of the 
many aspects of life and it is normal. We learn so that everyone will have 
the stronger feeling about our body and just enjoy the pleasure. The most 
important thing is to learn what to do with sex, to teach the public, 
especially for the teenagers, how to react to it like saying "NO" to 
potential sex threats. As teenagers are especially curious about sex, sex 
education is particularly significant. Kids are always ready to learn and it 
is our responsibility to teach them the right way of thinking." 










Sex Toys 



The sex toy industry is not immoral or 
detrimental to upholding social order. 
Instead, it is a tool which helps us learn 
more about sex. To quote Ms. Scofield, "It 
is not a crazy toy for people who have 
crazy thoughts." Contrarily, other than 
only fulfilling one's pleasures, it delivers 
educational and emotional messages. 
Maybe it's time for us to change our 
perceptions towards sex toys and try 
using another angle to view the same thing. 
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TCLCUlt 



FACULTY OF 

Social Sciences 



<The Faculty of Social Sciences jVGlflS Orientation (Day, to 6e held on 
May 27, is an opportunity for the current T. 7 students to have a better 
understanding on the social sciences disciplines before making their final 
decision. More than 700 secondary students interacted with teaching 
staff and current students through talks, sharing sessions and 
departmental activities last year. 

(You are cordially invited to participate 
in the coming O' day to share your 
university life experience with other 
"potential" socientists. Interested 
students please send your name, 
curriculum, year and contact number 
to Mr. (Bruce ^am of the TacuCty 
Office via cytam@hkucc. hku. hk on or 
before April 30, 2006. A briefing 
session will be organized in due course.^ 
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Upcominfl Facult n A ctivities in 2006 



Open Dau for JUPAS Applicants 
October, Main Campus, HKU 

i rizel resentation Ceremony 
November 4, Loke Yew Hall, HKU 

raculty Graduation Ceremonu 
Earlu December 




Address: 

Room 104, Meng Wah Complex, 
The University of Hong Kong, 
Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong 

Website: Http://www.hku.hk/socsc/ 
Email: Socsc@hkucc.hku.hk 
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'You gave me a little purpfe wind-up toy. The kind that would move its arms 
and ^nees and head when I screw the knob attached to its 6acf{. 

'You never drew me a picture. So I never knew how artistic you were. 
'You never wrote me a song. So I never knew how musical you were. 

'You never told me the whole truth, your plans, your dreams. So I never knew 
how to reply. 

It was the summer holidays; I told you that I would 6 e jumping all over the 
world, away from telephone calls, the internet, and Canada. 

I said that I would keep in touch. 'You know me too well to believe that. 'You 
sent me a knowing smile, of trust and sorrow I did not understand. Three days 
later, wrapped in bubble paper, tucked in a small envelope (the address, hand- 
written, the lines and curves unfamiliar, but burnt in my memory ever since) 
came memories and wishes untold. No words, no sound, just a little purple 
wind-up toy. 

'You never signed your name, or wrote your address. 

(Recognizable only by the Canadian stamp and the chop saying "Manitoba mail 

center" and the silent emotions I now feel. 

One month later, I came backj different, alive. 'You were unheard of. Not 
reachable by phone or mail. Life goes on for me. 

That month on the 20 day, I laid my eyes on a little purple wind-up toy. I 
missedyou. I reached out but it was cold. 

The same month, on the 21 day, I saw your name on an email from your friend 

that I didn 't know of. 

I was born to mortality. Now, you are born to eternity. 

The little purple wind-up toy continues to twist its arms and knees and head 
when I screw the knob attached to its backz Same as me, different from you, it 
will expire someday. 
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